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INTRODUCTION

For the first 40 years of the commission’s existence, the commission’s annual report was the primary
source of information about the commission’s largely confidential activities. In the early years, it chronicled
commission recommendations to the Supreme Court for discipline of judges and the Court’s actions on those
matters and provided statistics about the volume of complaints received and their disposition. Beginning in
the mid-1980%, the annual report began describing the conduct that resulted in advisory letters and private
admonishments for the edification of the bench, the bar and the public.

Much has changed in the ensuing years. Proposition 190 opened proceedings to the public upon the
institution of formal proceedings, and the public admonishment was introduced. As more information
became public, the commission established its first Web site in 2000. To respond to increasing demands
for information, the commission’s Web site was redesigned in 2008. Now, in addition to access to all public
decisions by the commission and the Supreme Court, visitors to the Web site can search the Public Disci-
pline and Decisions Database by judge’s name, by county, by level of court, by level of discipline and by type
of misconduct. The Web site also includes summaries of private admonishments and confidential advisory
letters issued over the past decade. The entire Web site can be word-searched in order to obtain all perti-
nent public discipline decisions and descriptions of relevant private discipline. The new Web site ensures
that judges and the public are able to obtain current, accurate and complete informarion about commission
proceedings and the commission itself.

Just as the commission’s Web site was eclipsing the annual report as a means of providing information to
the public, demands upon the commission’s financial resources mandated changes to the annual report. The
2008 Annual Report and the reports from the past five years are now available on the Web site. By posting
annual reports on the Web site, we are able to decrease the distribution of hard copies and thereby reduce
expenses. To further reduce costs, the governing provisions, except for the Code of Judicial Ethics, are no
longer included in the appendix to the annual report; however the Web site continues to provide all of the
rules and law that govern the work of the commission.

One change not being made to the annual report is the opportunity this letter affords to thank all my
fellow commission members and our staff for their hard work and dedication over the past year. In February
2009, public member Barbara Schraeger and attorney member Marshall Grossman conclude eight years
of service on the commission. They have performed an invaluable service to the people of the State of
California and to the judiciary.
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Honorable Frederick P. Horn
Chairperson
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COMMISSION MEMBERS

Pursuant to California Constitution, article VI, section 8, the Commission is composed of eleven
members: one justice of a court of appeal and two judges of superior courts appointed by the Supreme
Court; two attorneys appointed by the Governor; and six lay citizens, two appointed by the Governor, two
appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules, and two appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly. Members
are appointed to four-year terms. A member whose term has expired may continue to serve until the vacancy
has been filled by the appointing authority. The Commission meets approximately seven times a year. The
members do not receive a salary but are reimbursed for expenses relating to Commission business. The
members of the Commission elect a chairperson and vice-chairperson annually.

CoMMissioN MEMBERS — 2008

Hon. Freperick P. HorN, CHAIRPERSON, was appointed to the Commission as a supe-
rior court judicial member by the Supreme Court October 22, 2003, and reappointed
March 1, 2005; his term ends February 28, 2009. Judge Horn has served as the Commis-
sion’s chairperson since March 2007; he served as its vice-chairperson in 2005 and 2006.
Judge Horn resides in Orange County. He has been a judge of the Orange County Supe-
rior Court since 1993; he was a judge of the Orange County Municipal Court, Harbor
Judicial District, from 1991 to 1993. From 2002 to 2006, he served as presiding judge of
the Orange County Superior Court. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a
prosecutor with the Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office. Judge Horn received his law
degree from the University of West Los Angeles in 1974, where he wrote for and served as staff on the Law
Review. He was the Chair of the Trial Court Presiding Judges Advisory Committee of the California Judicial
Council from 2002 to 2006. He is a member of the faculty of the Judicial College, the New Judges Orienta-
tion Program, and the Continuing Judicial Studies Program.

Hon. JupitH D. McCoNNELL, VICE-CHAIRPERSON, was appointed to the Commission as
the Court of Appeal judicial member by the Supreme Court March 30, 2005; her term
ends February 28, 2009. Justice McConnell has served as the Commission’s vice-chair-
person since March 2007. She resides in San Diego County. Justice McConnell has served
as the Administrative Presiding Justice of the Court of Appeal, Fourth Appellate District,
since 2003; she served as Associate Justice from 2001 to 2003. From 1978 to 1980, she was
a judge of the San Diego Municipal Court and, from 1980 to 2001, a judge of the San
Diego Superior Court. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she was in private law
practice in San Diego. She also worked for the California Department of Transportation.
Justice McConnell received her law degree from the University of California, Berkeley, Boalt Hall School of
Law, in 1969. She served as a member and vice-chair of the Judicial Council Task Force on Jury System
Improvement from 1998 to 2003, and as chair of the Task Force on Judicial Ethics Issues from 2003 to 2004.

Hon. KATHERINE FEINSTEIN was appointed to the Commission as a superior court judi-
cial member by the Supreme Court March 1, 2007; her term ends February 28, 2011. She
resides in San Francisco. Judge Feinstein currently serves as Assistant Presiding Judge of
the San Francisco Superior Court. Since taking the bench in 2000, she has presided over
both civil and criminal calendars and jury trials. Judge Feinstein also served as Super-
vising Judge of San Francisco’s Unified Family Court. Before becoming a judge, she
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served as a deputy district attorney and a deputy city attorney. She was also director of the Mayor's Office of
Criminal Justice and a member of the San Francisco Police Commission. Judge Feinstein isa 1984 graduate
of Hastings College of the Law and a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the University of California, Berkeley.

PETER ERNEST FLORES, JR., ESQ., was appointed to the Commission as a lawyer member
by the Governor August 17, 2007; his term ends February 28, 2011. He resides in San
Francisco. Mr. Flores is a deputy attorney general prosecuting criminal cases throughout
Northern California for the California Attorney General's Office. Mr. Flores received his
Bachelor of Arts degree from Stanford University and his law degree from Boalt Hall
School of Law at the University of California, Berkeley, in 1993. From 1995 to 2005,
he served as a deputy district attorney for the Sacramento County District Attorney's
Office. Prior to that, he was an associate with the law firm of Littler, Mendelson, Fastiff,
Tichy & Mathiason in San Francisco. Mr. Flores is president of California Attorneys,
Administrative Law Judges and Hearing Officers in State Employment (CASE). He serves as a board member
of the Criminal Law Section of the California State Bar, and is a member of the Hispanic National Bar
Association, the California La Raza Lawyers Association and the San Francisco La Raza Lawyers Association.

MARSHALL B. GROSSMAN, ESQ., was appointed to the Commission as a lawyer member

§ by the Governor April 10, 2001, and reappointed March 1, 2005; his term ends February
28, 2009. He served as the Commission's chairperson in 2005 and 2006 and its vice-
y. chairperson in 2004- Mr. Grossman resides in Los Angeles County. He isa partner in the

law firm of Bingham McCutchen LLP. He attended the University of California, Los

Angeles, and received his law degree from the University of Southern California in 1964,

where he was Production Editor of the Law Review and Order of the Coif. He has served

o* \ on the boards of the Beverly Hills Bar Association, Association of Business Trial Lawyers,

Legal Aid Foundation, Public Counsel and United Way. He served on the Coastal

Commission for many years, and is currently on the boards of Jewish Big Brothers/Big Sisters and the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee.

MR. SAMUEL A. HARDAGE was appointed to the Commission as a public member by the
Governor August 17, 2007; his term ends February 28, 2011. He resides in San Diego
County. Mr. Hardage is the Chairman of a San Diego-based company, The Hardage
Group, which owns and operates hotels in 11 states. He has been active in the real estate
industry for over three decades, developing, constructing and managing projects,
including hotels, high-rise office buildings, apartments and warehouses. He is an active
supporter of a number of professional associations, private companies and civic organiza-
tions. Mr. Hardage serves as the Founding Chairman of the Board of the Vision of Chil-
dren Foundation, a nonprofit organization benefiting children with hereditary, genetic
vision Hisorders- He is also the Founding Chairman of The Project for California's Future and a Founding
Board Member of the Village Christian Foundation. He serves on Pepperdine University's School of Public
Policy Board of Visitors. He is a past board member of Sonoma Cutrer Vineyards, and is currently a partner
of Emeritus Vineyards. Mr. Hardage is a graduate of the U-S. Air Force Academy and received his MBA from
Harvard Business School. He was elected Delegate to the White House Conference on Small Business in
1980 and was appointed by President Reagan to the President's Commission on Industrial Competitiveness
in 1983. He was the Republican nominee for Governor of Kansas in 1982.
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