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COMM1 Juo,c,AL P ss,oN ON 
'cRFORM.11 

riNCE 
STATE STATE OF OF CALIFORNIA CALIFORNIA

BEFORBEFORE E THE THE COMMISSION COMMISSION ON ON JUJUDICIAL DICIAL PERFORMANCE PERFORMANCE

INQUIRY INQUIRY CONCERNING CONCERNING 
COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER TTAYLOR AYLOR CUL CULVERVER 

NNo. o. 199 199

ORDER ORDER DISMISSING DISMISSING 
PROPROCEEDINGS CEEDINGS PURSUANT PURSUANT TO TO 

STIPULATED STIPULATED DDISPOSITION ISPOSITION AAND ND 
VACAVACATING TING HEARING HEARING

ThThe e CoCommission mmission oon n JudJudicial icial Performance Performance filefiled d aa  NNotice otice oof f FormFormal al PrProceedings oceedings 

(Notice) (Notice) in in ththe e inqinquiry uiry concerning concerning Taylor Taylor Culver, Culver, Commissioner Commissioner of of the Athe Alameda lameda County County 

Superior Superior Court Court on on October October 17, 17, 22016. 016.

A A heahearing ring bbefore efore special special mmasters asters appappointed ointed bby y the the Supreme Supreme Court Court iis s set set tto o 

commence commence in in San San Francisco Francisco on on January January 23, 23, 22017. 017. On On December December 12, 12, 2016, 2016, former former 

Commissioner Commissioner Culver, Culver, reprepresented resented bby y AArthur rthur JJ. . HHarris, arris, EEsq., sq., and and ththe e examiner examiner for for tthe he 

commission, commission, Mark Mark AA. . Lizarraga, Lizarraga, (the (the parties) parties) submitted submitted a a Stipulated Stipulated Disposition Disposition of of 

Pending Pending PProceedings roceedings in in the the above-entitled-matter above-entitled-matter (Stipulation). (Stipulation). PuPursuant rsuant tto o tthe he 

Stipulation, Stipulation, the pthe parties arties rerequest quest thathat t the the comcommission mission didismiss smiss the the mamatter tter basbased ed on on fformer ormer 

Commissioner Commissioner CulverCulver'’s s agreement agreement not not tto o seek seek or or hhold old jujudicial dicial office, office, or or accept accept a a position position 

or or anan  assignment assignment as as a a jjudicial udicial officer, officer, subordinate subordinate jujudicial dicial officer, officer, or or jjudge udge pro terpro tern n wwith ith 

any any cocourt urt in in the the State State oof f CalCalifornia, ifornia, or or accept accept a a referreference ence oof f wwork ork from from aany ny California California 

state state court, court, at at any any timtime e in in the the future. future. In In the the Stipulation, Stipulation, the the former former commissioner commissioner 

acknowledges acknowledges that that he he rresigned esigned hhis is pposition osition wwith ith ththe e AlamAlameda eda County County Superior Superior Court Court on on 

NovNovember ember 30, 30, 2016. 2016.

The The terms terms and and conditions conditions of of the the Stipulation Stipulation state state that that if if former former Commissioner Commissioner 

Culver Culver fails fails tto o comcomply ply wwith ith aany ny of of ththe e terterms ms and and coconditions nditions of of the the agreement, agreement, or or seeks seeks or or 

holds holds jjudicial udicial office, office, or or accepts accepts a a poposition sition or or an an assigmnent assigmnent as as a a jujudicial dicial officer, officer,
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subordinate subordinate judijudicial cial officer, officer, or or jjudge udge pro tem pro tern wiwith th aany ny ccourt ourt iin n the the State State of of California, California, or or 

accepts accepts a a rereference ference of of wwork ork from from any any California California state state court, court, at at aany ny titime me inin  the fthe future, uture, tthe he 

commission commission may may seek seek to to discipline discipline ththe e former former commissioner commissioner aand nd may may re-institute re-institute formal formal 

pproceedings roceedings regarding regarding ththe e mmatters atters charged charged in in ththe e NNotice. otice. Further, Further, the the agagreement reement pprovides rovides 

that that the the terms terms of of the the disdisposition position may may be be mamade de public public upupon on the the commission's commission’s acceptance acceptance 

oof f tthe he Stipulation Stipulation and and inincluded cluded inin  aany ny dispositional dispositional order order iissued ssued by by the the ccommission. ommission.

BBy y a a vvote ote of of 9 9 to to 0, 0, ththe e commission commission dedetermined termined to to accept accept ththe e Stipulation Stipulation uupon pon tthe he 

tterms erms and and conditions conditions set set forth forth inin  ththe e Stipulation. Stipulation. Commission Commission mmembers embers AAnthony nthony PP. . 

Capozzi, Capozzi, Esq.; Esq.; Hon. Hon. Ignazio Ignazio J. J. Ruvolo; Ruvolo; MsMs. . Sarah Sarah Kruer Kruer Jager; Jager; Ms. Ms. Patty PattylI  AA. . Kasparian; Kasparian; 

Hon. Hon. Thomas Thomas M. M. Maddock; Maddock; Dr. Dr. Michael Michael A. A. Moodian; Moodian; NNanci anci E. E. NiNishimura, shimura, Esq.; Esq.; Mr. Mr. 

Richard Richard Simpson Simpson and and Mr. Mr. Adam Adam N. N. Torres Torres voted voted to to accept accept ththe e parties' parties’ Stipulation. Stipulation. 

Commission Commission memmembers bers MMs. s. MMary aty LLou ou AraAranguren nguren aand nd HHon. on. ErErica ica RR. . YYew ew wwere ere rrecused. ecused.

Based Based on on ththe e tterms erms and and conditions conditions of of the the Stipulation, Stipulation, ththe e commission commission hhereby ereby 

dismisses dismisses InqInquiry uiry NNo. o. 199, 199, and and agrees agrees not not to to pupursue rsue further further the the matters matters charged charged in in the the 

NNotice, otice, proprovided vided the the former former commissioner commissioner complies complies withwith  the the terms terms and and conditions conditions of of the the 

Stipulation. Stipulation. The The hearing hearing set set for for January January 23, 23, 2017, 2017, is is hhereby ereby vacated. vacated.

DDated: ated: December December 220, 0, 202016 16

Anthony Anthony P. P. Capozzi Capozzi 
Chairperson Chairperson
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FILED 

DEC 2 0 2016 
COMM · 

JUDICIAL p::ION ON 
FORMANc1: 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

BEFORE THE COlvfl\.1ISSION ON JUDICIAL PERFORMANCE 

INQUIRY CONCERNING 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR.CULVER,· 

No. 199 

STIPULATED DISPOSITION OF 
· . :PENDING FORMAL PROCEEDINGS 
_.,,, 

! •t• I 

Former Commissioner Taylor Culver, represented by Arthur J.·Harris, Esq., 

and :the examiner, Mark A.'.Lizarraga,.('~e parties!~) ·submit·tlrls proposed 

disposiµon ofInquiry No~:199. Theparties,beHeve. this agreement is in the best 

·interests. of.the· Commission on.Judicial Performance C'commission") and former 

Commissioner Clilver·because it adequately protects the.public and avoids the 

delay, cost, and uncertainty of-further proceedings. 

The parties request that the commission dismiss this matter based on fonner 

Commissioner Culver~s agreement to not seek or hold judicial office, or accept a 

position·or: an assignment:as a judicial offioer, subardinate judicial officer, or 

judge pro-tern with any.courUn,the.State ofCalif0rnia, or:accept-a,1:ef~renoc; of 

work from any Califomiaistate_.coun, at:anytime in the future. This proposed 

disposition is aonsiste.ttt with previous commission-cases where. proceedings were 

., 



closed when a subordinate judicial officer resigned with the agreement not to serve 

or seek to serve in a judicial capacity.1 

1 

:.01;,0I See, e.g., Commission on Judicial Performance, 2012 Annual Report, p.
1Annual Report, p. 28; 2010 Annual Report, p. 30; 2008 Annual Report, 

The parties stipulate and agree to the following terms and conditions: 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF AGREEMENT 

1. This agreement resolves the matters at issue in Inquiry Concerning 

Commissioner Taylor Culver, No. 199. 

2. Fo~er Commissioner Culver acknowledges that he resigned his 

position as court commissioner with the Alameda County Superior Court on 

November 30, 2016, and now agrees to not seek or hold judicial office, accept a 

position or an assignment as a judicial officer, subordinate judicial officer, or 

judge pro tern with any court in the State ofCalifornia, or accept a reference of 

work from any California state court, at any time in the future. 

3. The commission shall dismiss Inquiry No. 199 and shall not in the 

future seek to discipline former Commissioner Culver for the matters charged in 

the Notice ofFormal Proceedings filed on October 17, 2016, provided the 

commissioner complies·with the terms ofthis agreement. 

4. The commission may disclose to the State Bar ofCalifornia all or 

any part ofthe information obtained through tlie commission's preliminary 

investigation of former Commissioner Culver that resulted in the fiJing ofthe 

Notice ofFormal Proceedings. 

5. In the future, if former Commissioner Culver fails to comply with 

any of the terms and conditions ofthis agreement, or seeks or holds judicial office, 

or accepts a position or an assignment as a judicial officer, subordinate judicial 

officer or judge pro tern with any court in the State ofCalifornia, or accepts a 

reference ofwork from any California state court, the commission may seek to 
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discipline;'the conµnissfoner artd:tniy 'r'e-histitute,foi'lfial' pro~eidih~s rega.t4i:ng tbe: 

matt~rs charged i'tHhe Not\oe,o£Formal Prooeedfogs'filed on.O~fobtr T7', 2016~ 

6'. Fo~er Gornrt1issionel'Culver watves.a.riy i\lrther p-roceedil'lg~ and: 

r*view -in t1Usmtttter/ilicb1<1ing: 'fonnaj proceedj~g~ (Rules of'.Ootd,::ori :J"4d·. 
. : Perforlil(Ul~e;_: ruhfl t8~ '.et e~g._}_;,:(illij:Jeyj~ b~; the :S,uf,tem, GQV1t(G~l:, R:ulesiot: 

·Court, ruie.9';60; Cal G9rist_.t:_ar.t(VI•.:§' I:8\.1)\. 

7. The terms Qftlre dispos,itipn ofthis :m.atter· may ·be made public upon 
:t~e con-11nission's aoceptan'ce- of:th1~·stipulation and htc1udeclitumy di~p-o~itional: 

order issued by the commission. 

Dated: i:Jecember ~ 2016 =tCl4\fh= 0 1-~ 

Dated: Decemb~r.12...., 2016 
r?I Arthur J.:H 

Attotney for Cd61missioner Taylor- Culver :

_

.P/IJ j_, /3:tlz- -\2ar 
Iyf81'k A. Lizatraga 
Examiner 

Based oti the foregoing ·stipulation and in· aooordance with :the -vote ofthe 

members ofthe eommls.sioh;. tho commiss.ion heteby aco_ept~ the propos.ed 

sttp~l~~o11 9ftl1e:P.f!:rties,, 

Chai.rpe11son 




