State of Qalifarniz
Tommission on Judicial Performance
101 Hofoard Street, Buite 300
San Hrancisco, TA 94105
(415) 904-3650
FAX (415) 904-3666

Sept enber 8, 1992

Honor abl e Bruce Van Voorhis

Judge of the Minicipal Court

Wal nut Creek-Danville Minicipal Court
640 Ygnaci o Val |l ey Road

Wal nut Creek, CA 94596

Dear Judge Van Voor hi s:

The Conm ssion on Judicial Performance has determ ned that
you shoul d be publicly reproved for the conduct set forth bel ow

You created the appearance of prejudgnment, contrary to
Canon 2A of the Code of Judicial Conduct, on the follow ng
occasi on:

I n Novenber, 1990, in a crimnal case, you created the
appearance of prejudgnment in your discussion of the case in
open court by inproperly predicting the outcone of the case.

You engaged in unauthorized ex parte communi cati ons,
contrary to Canon 3A(4) of the Code of Judicial Conduct, on the
fol |l owi ng occasi ons:

I n Decenber, 1990, in a probation violation matter, you
i mproperly engaged in an unauthorized ex parte conmunication
concerning a pendi ng proceedi ng when you tel ephoned an attorney
fromcourt. You asked the attorney whether he had advised the
def endant, who was appearing before you pro per, that a guilty
pl ea on a charge in another county could result in separate
puni shment for violation of probation. Your communication gave
t he appearance of inproper interference with an attorney-client
rel ati onship.

For several nonths prior to approximately January, 1991,
you engaged or attenpted to engage in unauthorized ex parte
conmmuni cati ons concerni ng pendi ng cases by personal ly making
tel ephone calls to defendants who did not appear in court; you
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expl ai ned to the commssion that your purpose was to reschedul e
t he def endants' appearances and that you were able to
reschedul e appear ances.

You failed to fulfill your judicial responsibility to be
patient, dignified and courteous to those wi th whomyou deal in
an official capacity, contrary to Canon 3A(3) of the Code of
Judi ci al Conduct, on the foll ow ng occasi ons:

Intwo crimnal cases in May, 1989 and April, 1990, your
conduct during questioning of a potential juror in each case
caused that person to perceive a lack of sensitivity and to
feel intimdated by your questioning.

In Cctober, 1991, when arrangenents for the |oaning of the
nei ghbori ng court reporter faltered, you entered the adj oi ni ng
courtroomthrough a side door wearing your judicial robe and
I mredi ately directed that the court reporter be sent to your
courtroom Your inappropriate interruption of the proceedi ngs
was an abuse of authority.

_ (h two occasions, you gave directions to your court staff
i n a manner whi ch was percei ved as harsh.

In two crimnal cases in Decenber, 1989 and Decenber, 1990,
you used a sarcastic and intimdating tone toward the attorneys
appearing before you when they requested continuances.

You inpaired public confidence in the integrity of the
judiciary and brought the judiciary into disrepute through the
foll ow ng conduct:

Prior to your election canpaign in 1986, you and your wife
were divorced, but continued to I1ve together. During your
frrst Judrcral el ection canpaign in 1986, ou referred to her

"ny'wife in your literature and in pub I n maki ng t hat
reference you msinforned the public of your “actual narital
st at us.

The above conduct warranted discipline under Article VI,
section 18(f)(2) of the California Constitution. In
particular, it was conduct prejudicial to the admnistration of
justice that brings the judicial office into disrepute.

~ In determning that a public reproval woul d be adequate
di sci pli ne, the conm ssion considered the absence of prior
di scipline, your recognition that you shoul d have handl ed t he
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incidents differently, and your assurance that this conduct
will not be repeated. This public reproval is being issued
wi th your consent.

Ijry truly yours,
VI CTCRI A B. FEhLEY
D rector-Chi ef Counsel

VBH bw 14761



